
I Iupper
Mississippi River
Basin Association
ILI-INOIS. IOWA. MINNESOTA. MISSOURI. WISCONSIN

November 26,2008

Ms. Viviarr Daub, Director, Plannirrg Staff
Office of Planning, Analysis and Accountability (MC2723A)
Ofllce of the Chief Financial Officer
[-]nited States Environmental Protection Agerrcy
1200 Pcnnsy lvan ia  Avenue,  N.W.
Washingtorr.  D.C. 20460

RE: UMRBA Comments on 2009-2014 EPA Strategic Plan Change Document

Dear Ms. Daub:

Orr bchalf  ol ' the tJpper Mississippi River Basin Associat iorr  (UMRBA). I  arn offer i rrg this lct tcr ol '
conlnrent otr the 2009-2014 E,PA Strategic Plan Clrange Documerrt. By r.va1,of background.
TJMRBA is the Governor-establ ished forum for interstate water resource planning and managerrrcnt
on t l te Upper Mississippi River,  represent ing i ts member states of l l l inois.  Iowa. Minncsora.
Missor r r i .  and  Wiscor rs i r r .

UMRBA Supports Inclusion of the Upper Mississippi River Basin in the Strategic Plan
(JMRBn is quite pleased to note that the Upper Mississippi River (UMR) Basin is speci l ical l l ,
ntett t ioned irr  thc Strategic Plan update, as part  of  the EPA's "Healthy Courrnurr i t ies and
I icosystctns" strategic goal.  1 'he UMRBA states also strongly share the Agency's goal ol-
protect ing "water qLral i ty whi le ettsur ing corrt inued agricul tural  v iabi l i ty,"  as i t  is cxpresscd irr  thc
language regarding the UMR Basin. Including the UMR in the EPA Strategic Plan is an inrportant
step lbrrvard in the evolvittg cooperative efforts to irnprove water quality on the Mississippi l{iver.
We therefore enthusiast ical ly endorse t l re Agency's decision to include specif ic ref 'erencc to thc
LiMIl .  Basin in i ts 2009-2014 Strategic Plan.

tlMItIlA lLccommends Measures Regarding Designated Uses and Biokrgical Indicators
tJMI{BA and i ts tnett tber states are act ively engaged in effof ts to "establ ish and achicve shared
ecosysteln health ob. ject ives tbr the r iver,"  including work to examine aquat ic l i f -e use desigrrat ions
and poterrt ia l  appl icat ions of biological  indicators on the r iver.  The states certainly appreciatc
EPA's el tgagement in these effof ts,  including valuable assistance ant ic ipated via a pending
intergovertrmental personnel agreement. In Iight of these important collaborative projects. and
F.PA's demonstrated ir t terest in increasing i ts water qual i ty focus in the Basin, UMRBA bel ievcs i t
is appropriate to consider expanding the proposed UMR-specif ic language to include strategic
rreasures related to these ongoing efforts. Possible text for expressing thcse rneasures rvithin the
Strategic Plan is attached.

T'hank you lbr the opporlr-rnity to provide cornment. We look forward to continuation of our
successl i r l  par lnership with the EPA and view the inclusion o{ ' the UMR Basin in EPA's 2009-2014
Strategic Plan as a very signi f icant and welcome development.  Shor-r ld yoLl or your staf l ' l rave anv
clt test iot ts.  please contact UMRBA Execut ive Director Barb Nararnore at 65l-224-2880.

S incerel l  .
'  t  t . r '  l l

i4u,fr" trefr/r'e\
Mart in Konrad. UMRBA Chair

cc: 
- f i rnothy 

Heury, Associate Director,  Water Divis ion, Region 5
Wil l ianr A. Sprat l in,  Director,  Wetlands, Watersheds, and

Pest ic ides Divis ion. Resion 7
E nc losure
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Suggested Text for EPA 2009-2014 Strategic Plan Regarding Designated Uses and Biological
Indicators for the Upper Mississippi River

Objective 4.3 Restore and Protect Critical Ecosystems

Sub-objective 4.3.x Improve the Health of the Upper Mississippi River

By 2014, participate in a multi-agency effort (including state partners) to develop refined.
ecosystem-informed designated uses for the Upper Mississippi River that the states rvill then
consider for adoption into their water quality standards.

By 2014. part ic ipate in a rnult i -agency effort  ( including state parlners) to develop biological  indices
to assess the attainrnent of designated uses on the Upper Mississippi River that the states wi l l then
consider for adoption in to their water quality standards.

Collaborate with multiple federal, state, and tribal agencies and nongovernlnental organizatiorrs,
across program areas, so that ecosystem health objectives are shared to the greatest extent possible
with ecosystem restoration and other efforts on the Upper Mississippi River.


