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Sentember 20- 2007

Colonel Robeft A. Sinkler
District Commander
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Rock Island District
P.O. Box 2004, Clock Tower Bui lding
Rock Island. ll l inois 61204-2004

Dear Colonel Sinkler:

Thank you for providing an opportunity for comment on the August 14,2007 draft Interim Report
of the "Re-evaluation of the Recommended Plan: UMR-lWW System Navigation Study." which
rvas requested by the Assistant Secretary of the Army for Civil Works, John P. Woodley.

The Upper Mississippi River Basin Association (UMRBA) and the five basin states have been
supportive of the recommended plan since its release in 2004. Nothing in this 2007 reevaluation
report suggests that the original plan is not stil l a viable and needed investment. The 2007
reevaluation provides traditional economic analysis, based upon updated forecasting and
transportation models, and also offers nontraditional rnulti-rnodal considerations and context. Both
suggest that that the original recommended plan should be endorsed. Thus, UMRBA reaffirms its
support for the recommended dual purpose plan, including both the rravigation improvements and
ecosystern restoration act ions.

In July 2004, the Governors of the five basin states issued a Joint Statement on the Navigation
Feasibility Study (copy enclosed) expressing their support for the navigation improvements,
including mooring facilities, switchboats, seven new locks, and related mitigation. They also
called for the long-term plan to be implemented incrementally and adaptively, including an initial
investment in seven new locks, coupled with development of new economic models and evaluation
reports and checkpoints during the first 15 years to refine further future investments. While the
recent reevaluation's focus on developing improved economic models, traffic forecasts, and rate
data is commendable, the initial investment in the first increment navigation improvements must
also proceed. As the Governors observed in2004, "imperfect information should not keep us from
moving forward now, with a reasonable and flexible plan for the future."

The States continue to support the 2004 recommended plan for navigation improvements and
ecosystem restoration on the Upper Mississippi and Ill inois River system and urge the Bush
Administration as well to support authorization and to budget for this dual purpose plan.

Sincerely,
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Michael D. Wel ls,  UMRBA Chair



 



 


